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Judge Mullins, of Washington, was appointed to the Court of Appeals in June 2011. He received his bachelor's degree from Southwestern Baptist University, Bolivar, Missouri, in 1974; his M.S.W. of the University of Iowa in 1976; and he was editor-in-chief of The Drake Law Review and graduated with honors from the Order of Koif, Drake University School of Law in 1982. Judge
Mullins spent 19 years in private practice in Washington, Iowa. In January 2002, he was appointed to the District Court in the 8th Circuit. Former member of the Judiciary Committee and the Advisory Committee on Electronic Document Management (EDMS). He is a teacher for the new orientation of the judge and has often been a leading for continuing legal education on
sentencing issues. Judge Mullins developed a summary of Iowa's criminal statutes used by judges and attorneys across Iowa. The diagram is now part of a sentencing project led by Drake University Law School and the Drake Law Clinic in consultation with Judge Mullins. He is a member of the Washington County Bar Association, the Iowa Judges Association, the Iowa Bar
Association and the American Bar Association. Judge Mullins is married and has two married children and four grandchildren. His term expires on December 31, 2024. DES MOINES, Iowa (CN) - The Iowa Court of Appeals issued a pair of rulings Wednesday dismissing lawsuits over changes to how state appeals judges chose, finding plaintiffs lacked standing to challenge the
actions of lawmakers. The Iowa Legislature last year passed a bill that gave Republican Gov. Kim Reynolds more power over the selection of judges to the Iowa Supreme Court and the Iowa Court of Appeals. In response, 12 Iowa lawyers and Democratic lawmakers sued, arguing that the change was politicized in judicial selection. The Iowa Courthouse in Des Moines, home to
the Iowa Supreme Court. (Photo via Ctjf83/Wikipedia) When the first-stage court dismissed the claim due to lack of status, it was refiled by another plaintiff, and the first-stage court allowed this version to proceed. But the Court of Appeal dismissed both cases on Wednesday. A panel of five appeals court judges held in the first lawsuit, Rush v. Reynolds, that none of the plaintiffs -
including attorneys, state legislators and current or former members of the State Judicial Commission on appointments - had enough interest in the matter to establish status to file a lawsuit. Similarly, in Wednesday's second ruling in Duff v. Reynolds, the panel ruled that Des Moines attorney Thomas Duff was also lacking standing. Duff, who unsuccessfully applied for an opening
in the Court of Appeal, argued that changing the nomination process was one of the factors in which he was not selected. The Court of Appeal stated that not enough to allow him to stand. An amendment passed by state legislators last year changed the composition of the State Judicial which sends three candidates to the Iowa Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals to the
governor who makes the appointment. Prior to the change, the governor appointed eight members of the 17-member commission, Iowa lawyers elected eight members, and a senior supreme court member, in addition to the chief justice, chaired the commission. Under the new process, the Governor makes nine appointments and the chairman is elected from among the
commissioners, thereby removing the senior judge and giving political appointees a majority. The plaintiffs argued that the change, allowing Governor Reynolds to appoint a majority of the commissioners, politicized the selection process. This, they said, runs counter to the intentions of Iowans, who in 1962 voted to amend the Iowa Constitution to move from electing judges to the
current merit-selection system. Cedar Rapids attorney Bob Rush - along with 11 other plaintiffs who include lawyers, state lawmakers and current or former commissioners - argued in his lawsuit that in addition to politicizing the process, the Republican-dominated Legislature violated one subject requirement of the Iowa Constitution in a bill that changed the composition of the
nomination committee. The same questions were argued in the second lawsuit brought by Duff. The Court of Appeal did not respond to constitutional questions raised by the plaintiffs. Rush, who was the lead plaintiff in the original lawsuit and who represented Duff in the second, said both decisions would be appealed to the Iowa Supreme Court. In addressing the ongoing issue of
lawyers and past and current members of the nomination committee, the court stated that both groups had been unable to speak on their case. A group of plaintiffs, which included lawyers and members of the commission, argued that nine members of the State Commission on The Appointment of Judges appointed by the Governor could vote as a bloc and extinguish the votes of
other members. But the court rejected this argument, considering the possibility of further damage only theoretical. The record before us is devoid of any evidence that this has happened and we cannot say with any certainty that this will happen in the future, Judge Michael Mullins wrote for the trial. The alleged injury is at the moment too hypothetical or hypothetical. In addition,
legislators plaintiffs do not have status, the court found. The defendants said the damages claimed by the plaintiff legislators were not unique or personal to them, but applied to all members of the Iowa Legislature - each member was eventually asked to vote on legislative changes in the court nomination process, the court said. Thus, the damage that the plaintiff legislators are
talking about is institutional damage. Two members of the five-judge panel partially disagreed. Senior Judge David Danilson, joined by senior judge Amanda Potterfield, agreed with the majority that all plaintiffs do not have status, but Danilson argued that the permanent were overturned in accordance with the precedent of the Iowa Supreme Court, which recognized an exception
to the provision if citizens seek to address certain issues of great public importance and interest in our system of government. I believe that the issues raised by these plaintiffs are of great public importance and will apply the exception for standing, Danilson wrote. I would like to overturn the district court's decision to dismiss their claim and detain them for substantive proceedings.
The Iowa Court of Appeals is a mid-level court of appeals for Iowa. Its purpose is to hear appeals against the decisions of the courts of first instance, which are sent to the court of the Supreme Court of Iowa. The court decides on the vast majority of appeals filed from the iowa courts, and its decisions are final if the Iowa Supreme Court is not granted further review. The court
judges have nine judges. Each judge is appointed for one year by the Governor from the list of candidates drawn up by the State Commission for the Appointment of Judges. The judge will then serve one year before he faces a hold on the ballot. If the judge is re-elected, his term of office is usually six years. The retirement age is 72 years, after which some judges move to higher
status. Judges elect a chief justice from among them every two years. The Chief Justice serves as the administrative head of the court. Currently, nine judges on the Iowa Court of Appeals are Chief Justice Thomas N. Bauer, appointed by Terry Branstad on December 8, 2011. Judge Anuradha Vaitswanan, appointed by Tom Vilsack on 16 August 1999. Judge Richard H. Doyle,
appointed by Chet Culver on August 12, 2008. Judge Mary E. Tabor, appointed by Chet Culver on April 28, 2010. Judge Michael R. Mullins, appointed by Terry Branstad on June 9, 2011. Judge David May, appointed by Kim Reynolds on April 27, 2019. Judge Sharon Soorholz Greer, appointed by Kim Reynolds on April 27, 2019. Judge Julie Schumacher, appointed by Kim
Reynolds on August 29, 2019. Judge Paul B. Alers, appointed by Kim Reynolds on November 27, 2019. Former judge Terry L. Huitink (1994-2008) See also Courts of Iowa Links - Faculty of Honor. www.ballotpedia.org. received on November 12, 2018. External Links Home Page of the Iowa Court of Appeals judges of the Iowa Court of Appeals This article concerning law in the
United States or its constituent jurisdictions is a stub. You can help Wikipedia by expanding it.vte This article related to Iova is a stub. You Can Help Wikipedia By Expanding It.vte Extracted from Justia - US RIGHT - Iowa Law Case - Iowa Court of Appeals Decisions - 2020 - Iowa State v. Joseph Michael Finn, II Annate This Case of the Iowa Court of Appeals consists of nine
Appointments to the court are appointed by the Governor from the list of candidates submitted by the State Commission on Judicial Appointments. In order to be considered for a person must be a lawyer licensed to practice in Iowa. The appellate court judge is serving an initial term of office, which is one year after the appointment and until 1 January after the next judicial retention
of the elections after the expiration of the term of office of that year. The regular term of office of judges retained at the elections is six years. The judge must resign at the age of 72. A retired judge may serve as a senior judge if he is appointed by the Supreme Court to the Senior Judge's Programme. Every two years, appellate judges elect the Chief Justice of the Court of Appeal.
The Chief Justice is the administrative head of the court. Court.
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